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Masking t a^ 

This invention relates to masking tane for • 

« _ ^ J » polyester, neoprene and the like r;^ 5 o c 

discloses strip en tape of square cross-section, wnich is compressed an^thm^tted 

^ofreoaa^ cross-section as wcll^^^ - g$mp ' EP 0365 5 "> Closes 

<»-^o f ^rec^rj»^ T^^^^^ ' 

^ *— * ^ covering - s.de of*, circtfar ;. 

k_ Widdy °~< « *ips «*ich are essentia nbbon-likc vrfneh are readily 

Z^^T^^ ^e^eiapes^aa.es.veolo ^ 
for attachment to the fixed stiucwrc. 

Despiu , *e continued development of these masking ^ pK>blems 
^ncedmuse. For one rhin ft they n^l to * app.ed carefidly so as ,o be correcUy 

ZZZ T- ^^^^^^^orotnermemberJ 
and - worse -n» ybe no, even u,en. ^ - 

^ ° Penm8S *° f** of spray through the unsealed 
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gap between door and door surround, having 

tapered and *ee of adhesive * &e a ^£^7« ^ ^ 
surround when the door is closed. ^ jeCtm S part bemg between door and 

herein with reference to Fieure 3 „f A . described 

10 * ,gure 3 of toe accompanying drawings. 



The adhesive may be only on one face of the tape having 



dimension. ~ ~ *° major 

The tapered end may be rounded or faceted, and may b e made by extrusion 
through an appropriately shaped die or by crush cutting and thereby cold welding so as 
to make two tapes out of a single wider tape, each with a cold welded, rounded edge. 

The tapered end may be on a lateral projection, which may be, in length 
substanUaHy*™^ 

The tape may have adhesive on one face only, the lateral projection being 
from that face. 



The lateral projection may be necked. 
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The tape may have its substantially rectan—1. 
" i» adhesive end so as to have fej! f ^ '*~ d 

*** trapezoid*, section. ^ ^ * «4> a 

Conventionally, automobile ^ ^ sp ^ 
« are masked by a Ml , adh(slV£ f _ ^ ^ ^ ^ - 

mgressof spray psint into the ^mobile ^ Ifttvoeoa,,- printer and top coat, 
are to be apphed, best practice re<^ dw the mask be peeled offand ^ ^ ' 
■W^-i-fcfci^^^^ A problem arises 

the edge of the door and the surround, the area covered by the prfaer is not necessari.y *' 
the same as that covered by the top coat, which leaves an untidy appearance. 

As the tapered edge of the tape, which is effectiveiy the sealing portion 
thereof being, when closed on, topped between the surround and the door or other 
member rim. has no adhesive, « c« «dily be adjusted - me tmpping action .eaving 
scope for manual adjustment where the foam might projea ,00 & out of the gap or not 
fir enough. Moreover, the whole exposed surface is absorbent and causes no hard cd-e 
fomranon, saving a rubbing-down operation which is time consuming. 

Embodiments of fan products comprising masking foam tapes and 
mettrods for masking using the same will now be described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which:- 

Figurel is a cross section of on embodiment; 
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Figure 2 is a cross-section of another embodiment; and 

Figure3 flagrante ^ 

1 in position between a door and a door post of an 
automobile. 

Figures 1 to 3 illustrate a masking foam tape 11 adapted for use in sprayin* 
automobile doors 12 and like openings to prevent penetration of spray through hi 
unsealed gap 13 between door 12 and door surround (post 14, Figure 3). The tapes 1 1 
have elongate substantially rectangular sec*** h^ M least ^ 

but not more than four times its minor dimension B and having at one end 11 a of its 
elongate section adhesive 1 5 for attachment at the opening and being tapered and free of 
adhesive at the other end 1 lb thereof. 

Typical values for A and B are 25mm and 10mm respectfully. 

The adhesive 15 is confined to athin strip along one nee of the tape 11 
having the major dimension A. The strip may be, say, 2mm in from the edge and some 
8mm wide. 

The tapered and in Figure 1 is rounded, in Figure 2, faceted - generally, the 
cross-section is that of a bullet. 

Figure 3, shows how the tape 11 of Figure 1 (Figure 2 would be the same) 
is applied by attaching it by its adhesive strip 15 around the inner edge 16 of the door 12 
so as to project, by its adhesive-free tapered edge 1 lb, around the door 12 beyond the rim 
thereof and closing the door 12 to position the projecting part between door 12 and 
surround 14. 
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As there is no adhesive in the region where the foam is trapped, any 
mispositioning may be readily adjusted by manually or perhaps automatically re- 
positioning the tape - modest finger pressure suffices, but, of course, a robotic 
mechanism could be trained to do this 



With the dimensions quoted, no difficulty is experienced in bending the 
strip to conform to a corner* 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A masking foam tape used in spraying automobile doois and like openings 

to prevent penetration of spray through the unsealed gap between door and door 
surround, having an elongate substantially rectangular section having major dimension 
at least twice but not more than four times its minor dimension and having at one end of 
its elongate section adhesive for attachment at the opening and being tapered and free of 
adhesive at the other end thereof, and being attached by its adhesive around the inner 
edge of the door so as to project, by its adhesive-free tapered edge, around the door 
beyond the rim thereof, the projecting part being between door and surround when the 
door is closed. 

2. A masking foam tape used in spraying automobile doors and like openings 

to prevent penetration of spray through the unsealed gap between door and door surro Jd 
according to claim 1, substantially as described with reference to Figure 3 of the 
accompanying drawings. 
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